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UNIVERSITY TO HOST 
BIG SKY SPEECH MEET 
APRIL 22-24
MISSOULA--
More than 400 college and university students will participate in the 25th annual Big 
Sky Intercollegiate Speech Tournament April 22-24 at the University of Montana.
Robert J. Byers, Great Falls, student chairman for the tournament, said the upcoming 
meet "is the largest intercollegiate speech tournament in the northwest.
About 40 schools, representing 15 states, will be represented at the meet. Partici­
pants will come to MisSbula from as far away as Texas, Kansas, California, Indiana and 
Hawaii.
"One of the unique features of the Big Sky Tournament," Byers said, is that it is 
completely run by students, all members of the UM Debate and Oratory Association. Also, 
two portions of the tournament itself will be unique-the Montana Style Individualized 
Impromptu Speaking, in which tournament participants submit topics to be discussed,and the
special parliamentary format used in debate."
Byers said Montana State University, Bozeman, won the coveted Sweepstakes Trophy at 
last year's Big Sky speech meet at UM, breaking the string of three consecutive wins by 
Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah.
Last year was the first time in many years that a Montana school won the sweepstakes 
award at the meet. As host school, UM does not compete in the tournament.
Byers said the tournament judges will be the speech coaches from the colleges and
universities represented at the meet, and Missoula townspeople.
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